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Soldiers from Charlie Company, 1/34th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, attached to the 1st Squadron, 94th

Cavalry, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division “Red Bulls” stand in front of a mine-resistant ambush-

protected vehicle holding the American flag for a group photo at Camp Adder, Iraq, 20 Novmber, 2011. Charlie

Company, based out of Hutchinson and Redwood Falls, MN, is currently deployed in support of Operation New

Dawn and will be providing convoy security to support the drawdown of U.S. forces and equipment from Iraq.

Photo by Cpl. Trisha Betz, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division
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For the last eight years the Iraq War has been a political brick-
bat with which both Democrats and Republicans have beaten
each other over the head. The latest developments appear to

continue that practice. The Obama administration touts the with-
drawal of all U.S. forces from Iraq as an unqualified victory,
while the field of Republican presidential candidates wrings
their hands over the looming chaos and failure that is in-
evitably coming. I find neither view sincere nor useful to the
American people. 

In his 21 October, 2011, address, President Obama said, “In
Iraq, we’ve succeeded in our strategy to end the war.” That

statement is true. The last published National Security
Strategy (May 2010) makes it clear that ending the
war was our strategy— no stated concrete objectives

or goals about the future of Iraq and nothing more
than mealy-mouthed mumbles about securing
our gains there. However, it is also clear that,
as recently as September 2011, Secretary of
Defense Leon Panetta was actively pursuing
an agreement that would allow for up to
4,000 U.S. servicemen to remain in Iraq in
an advisory and training role, with an un-
specified number staying on as a “counter-ter-
rorist force.” Should we now assume that
Panetta’s object was not really important? Al-
though we have the largest diplomatic mission

ever fielded in Iraq, this administration couldn’t
negotiate a new Status of Forces Agreement
(SOFA) acceptable to both sides (similar to what
we have with every other country in which we
station forces.) The cause of that failure could be
Iraqi intransigence, but one might reasonably
argue that the agreement was not as important to
President Obama as the political value in keep-
ing a campaign promise, namely to end the Iraq
War. Based on the history of President Obama
vis-à-vis Iraq, the latter explanation seems more
likely. Adding to the credibility is the fact that,
according to embassy records, neither Presi-
dent Obama, nor Vice-President Biden took the
time to call Prime Minister Maliki to push for
the SOFA.

By Lt. Col. Michael E. Silverman, US Army (Ret.)



On the other side of the political spec-
trum are the Republican presidential can-
didates who generally shock me with
their vintage-1930s isolationist views.
Now, simply to score political points,
most of the field (Ron Paul’s ultra-isola-
tionism notwithstanding) decries the with-
drawal as an abandonment of Iraq and an
open door to Iranian influence. If their

general position otherwise is that we are
engaged in too many foreign entangle-
ments, their protestations also seem bla-
tantly political.
From my foxhole, I’d like to remove

the political barbs and take a cold look at
the pending [now completed] withdrawal.
First, there is no doubt that Iraq would be
more secure from both internal and exter-
nal threats with U.S. troops in residence.
Although Iraqi ground forces are as capa-
ble as those of many of our Middle East-
ern allies and more capable than some,
their air force is in its infancy and not
ready for major operations. They are not
prepared to defend their nation against
military incursions by either Turkey or
Iran. The instability in Syria is a real
threat to Iraq. Iraqis do not have the tech-
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A soldier hangs an American flag from

an antenna of a mine-resistant am-

bush-protected vehicle at the Redistrib-

ution Property Assistance Team yard

here on 11 December, 2011. Soldiers

honor their country on a daily basis

just by serving in the military, but an

extra sense of pride was shown as

troops transitioned from Iraq and

began closing another chapter in

American history. With US forces leav-

ing Iraq, the two nations will now focus

on building and strengthening a mutu-

ally beneficial partnership. Third Army

is shaping the future by meeting the

terms of the security agreement with

Iraq to have all personnel and equip-

ment out of the country before the 31

December deadline. Photo by Staff Sgt.

Lynette Hoke, Third Army/U.S. Army

Central PAO.
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Two Iraqi MI-17 helicopters make their way over the city of Ramadi, Iraq, and the
Euphrates River to land at the helicopter-landing zone on Camp Ramadi, 15 No-
vember, 2011. Photo by Staff Sgt. Nancy Lugo, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd
Airborne Division
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nical intelligence systems that we employ,
nor is their human intelligence system
ready to manage the huge amounts of re-
porting that they will gain as we depart. 

The administration would answer, I
suppose, that we will not abandon Iraq
militarily. We will leave a substantial re-
action force (at least an Army brigade

combat team) in Kuwait that could re-
spond to emergencies in Iraq. We will be
prepared to provide intelligence, air sup-
port and naval support to Iraq as needed.
We will continue to provide training
(through the State Department) to Iraqi
police and internal security forces and we
will have some trainers on the ground as

part of foreign military sales programs
(these trainers normally have diplomatic
immunity). But the trainers and advisors
on the ground will be considered “non-
combatants” and will serve little purpose
during open hostilities, and the reaction
force could prove really problematic. We
need to be very wary of thinking that a
force-in-waiting in Kuwait will be a
panacea for potential blow-ups in the fu-
ture. Launching a force from Kuwait to
“assist” in a real emergency in Iraq will
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A 9-year old adult novelty store (the ONLY one in the county!) and a 2 bedroom cottage on Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, USA, can be
YOURS!

The cottage sits on a lot and a half 4 ½ miles from the main road at the end of a lake road with week-end neighbors only!  It has laundry, hot-
tub, woodstove, and a modern kitchen and bath.  It was completely re-modeled in 2002, boasting new septic tank, lines and laterals, new
well-pipes and motor, new electric furnace, new wiring, insulation and new roof; the only original remainders are the foundation and frame.
There is also a new-this-year 6 ft. privacy fence surrounding 3/4 of the property.  There are Mimosa trees on either side of the boat ramp for a
hammock and a 20' x 20' deck overhanging the lake.  The sunrises are SPECTACULAR!

The store sits on 1.8 acres and has 850 sq. feet of floor space.  We opened in November, 2002 and have been in business ever since.  As
the ONLY adult novelty store in the county, we have quite a large and loyal customer base.  All inventory, fixtures, alarm system, video sur-
veillance, etc. are included.  You can turn a key and be in business.

If a new stress-free lifestyle is what you are looking for, look no more, it can be yours within the week.  Set your own hours, make a decent
living and live in the woods on the lake.  Peaceful, tranquil & quiet.  We are asking $500,000.00 cash or gold bullion (current market value).
This is non-negotiable, so please, don't even ask.  Serious Inquiries can be directed to:

�������������� or 
������
12201 N. State Hwy. 5 414 Loveland Trail

Sunrise Beach, MO  65079 Roach, MO  65787
(573) 374-2323

           

Caiman mine-resistant ambush-pro-

tected trucks are lined up prior to

movement at Forward Operating Base

Kalsu, in Kalsu, Iraq, on 14 November,

2011, where Soldiers from the St.

Cloud, MN, based Delta Company, 1st

Combined Arms Battalion, 194th

Armor, 1st Heavy Brigade Combat

Team, 34th Infantry “Red Bull” Divi-

sion stopped for an overnight rest

while providing security for a convoy

preparing to haul equipment out of

Iraq as part of the historic drawdown

of forces known as Operation New

Dawn. Photo by Capt. Michael Lovas,

1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th In-

fantry Division
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likely be viewed by most Iraqis as a re-
newed invasion—and could fan the
flames on the now quietly smoldering in-
surgencies.
Second, there can be no doubt that

leaving troops in Iraq subject to Iraqi
criminal law is completely unacceptable.
If we truly negotiated in good faith with
the Iraqi government and they would not
consent to a modified SOFA granting
U.S. jurisdiction over our forces, then that
is an absolute deal breaker. Like it or not,
if we have troops in Iraq, they will even-
tually wrongfully kill an Iraqi citizen and
we cannot allow a foreign nation to mete
out their justice to our soldiers. Undoubt-
edly, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki is
the head of a sovereign, democratic gov-
ernment and, therefore, is subject to the
will of his parliament and ultimately the
people of Iraq, and he is under great pres-
sure to remove foreign troops from his
soil. But I can think of no time in recent
history that such an agreement couldn’t
be negotiated. With persistence and the
right angle, surely Maliki would have
agreed. 
Lastly, the idea that our withdrawal will

somehow abandon our gains and lead to
chaos is wildly overstated. Iraqis, though
not yet completely unified, are very patri-

otic; the vast majority will not accept in-
terference from Iran (or, for that matter,
from Sunni neighbors) in their domestic
affairs. The population has rejected the
poisonous ideas of al Qaeda and other
takfiri (Muslim extremist) terrorists.
Without the U.S. to bash, the Sadrists will
be largely disarmed, and the remaining
insurgencies (al Qaeda in Iraq and Sunni
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Paratroopers with 2nd Battalion, 319th

Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd

Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division

worked late into the night and early

into the next morning at Camp Vir-

ginia, Kuwait, turning in ammunition

and preparing the vehicles for turn-in

later that day. Photo by Staff Sgt.

Nancy Lugo, 2nd Brigade Combat

Team, 82nd Airborne Division

Vehicles from the 4th Squadron, 9th

Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division arrive at

Camp Virginia, Kuwait, from Joint Base

Balad, Iraq, during the drawdown.

Photo by Capt. John Giaquinto, 1st

Sustainment Command (Theater) Pub-

lic Affairs



nationalists) will be hard-
pressed to recruit new members.
Iraq has adopted and will con-
tinue to live by one of the most
liberal (that is, Thomas Jefferson,
not Nancy Pelosi), democratic
constitutions in the region, a consti-
tution that recognizes universal
human rights (including for
women), freedom of religion, and
universal suffrage. The remainder of
our allies in the region would do well
to follow suit. 

So, we have won a victory in Iraq,
but with little thanks to the current admin-
istration which now embraces victory as
their own—it was really only theirs to
lose. The victory was secured by the
surge and the tactics that accompanied it.
President Obama would do well to send
his negotiators back to the table to figure
out how to keep a real presence in Iraq
(make up a phony name for the force that
will allow the so-called complete with-
drawal to stand.) The Republican field
should tone down their rhetoric about
abandonment and failure and deal with
current realities. 

Finally, Iraq’s future is in the hands of
the Iraqi government and its security
forces, and that’s where it belongs, but
they certainly need our continued diplo-
matic and military support. It is unrealis-
tic to think that Iraq is ready to fend off
potential aggression from Iran or Turkey
without a commitment of U.S. assistance.
Nor can they keep Syrian troubles from

boiling over
into al Anbar
Province—they are
not ready for that.
So, let’s not be quite
so ready to wash our
hands of the matter
of Iraq after so many years of struggle
and sacrifice. We need take a hard look at
the future without the blinders of election
year politics.  

Lt. Col. Michael E. Silverman, US

Army (ret) served in the military for

over 25 years including three combat

tours in Iraq. He is the author of Awak-
ening Victory: How Iraqi Tribes and
American Troops Reclaimed al Anbar
Province and Defeated al Qaeda In Iraq,
which was released in October, 2011.

He currently serves as a consultant to

the US Army and is recognized as an ex-

pert on counterinsurgency and Middle-

Eastern Affairs.

Paratroopers assigned

to D Company, 2nd Bat-

talion, 325th Airborne In-

fantry Regiment, 2nd

Brigade, 82nd Airborne

Division, talk to an Iraqi

soldier on a highway in

Baghdad. Paratroopers

with D Company are re-

sponsible for securing

the route for convoys

traveling south to

Kuwait. The 2nd Brigade

is the last brigade in

Baghdad and continues

to partner with Iraqi se-

curity forces to facilitate

the withdrawal of U.S.

military forces from Iraq.

Photo by Staff Sgt.

Nancy Lugo, 2nd

Brigade Combat Team,

82nd Airborne Division

Pvt. Garret Denne from Charlie Com-

pany, 1/34th Brigade Special Troops

Battalion, attached to the 1st

Squadron, 94th Cavalry, 1st Brigade

Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division

“Red Bulls” reaches for his multipur-

pose utility tool while gauging the

head space and timing of his as-

signed weapon at Camp Adder, Iraq,

20 November, 2011. Denne, a Waite

Park, MN, native, is currently deployed

with the “Red Bulls” in support of Op-

eration New Dawn and will be provid-

ing convoy security to support the

drawdown of U.S. force and equip-

ment from Iraq. Photo by Cpl. Trisha

Betz, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th

Infantry Division
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