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Texans at Gettysburg: Blood 
and Glory with Hood’s Texas Bri-
gade. By Joseph L. Owen and Randy 
S. Drais. Illustrated, photos, notes, 
bibliography, index, 240 pp., 2016, 
Casemate, www.casematepublish-
ing.com, $28.95 softcover. 

About three hours of daylight 
remained on July 2, 1863, when 
Hood’s Texas Brigade stepped off 
the Emmitsburg Road at Gettysburg 
and launched an attack on the Union 
left. The attack resulted in what Lt. 
Gen. James Longstreet later recalled 
as the “best 3 hours of fighting 
ever done by any troops on any 
battlefield.”

Those three hours of fighting saw 
the 1st Texas and 3rd Arkansas, two 

of the four infantry regiments that 
made up the Texas Brigade, slug 
their way through the Devil’s Den 
and capture a New York artillery 
battery. 

Meanwhile the brigade’s other 
two regiments, the 4th and 5th Tex-
as, joined with Alabama troops in an 
attack on the Union line’s far left. 
Their attack ended in a desperate 
charge up Little Round Top that ul-
timately failed to capture that pivotal 
position.

Absent from Gettysburg during 
the first day’s fighting, the Texas Bri-
gade saw only limited action on the 
third day of the battle — fending off 
a vainglorious Federal cavalry attack 
led by Brig. Gen. Elon Farnsworth. 

The Texas Brigade took frightful 
casualties at Gettysburg, ranging 
from about 20 percent in the 1st 
Texas to over 50 percent in the 5th 
Texas. 

Brigade commander Brig. Gen. 
Jerome Robertson was wounded and 
almost all of the brigade’s field offi-
cers were casualties. Maj. Gen. John 
Bell Hood, whose division included 
the Texas Brigade, was seriously 
wounded just as the brigade went 
into action on July 2. 

The trials of Gettysburg left an 
indelible imprint on the memories 
of the brigade’s survivors. Over the 
next seven decades, they shared their 
Gettysburg experiences in private 
letters and diaries, public speeches, 
newspaper interviews and several 

published war memoirs. 
Texans at Gettysburg is a compen-

dium of the historical record of these 
experiences, skillfully assembled 
and lightly edited by authors Owen 
and Drais.

Each of the book’s first four chap-
ters is dedicated to one of the bri-
gade’s four regiments, starting with 
the 1st Texas and ending with the 3rd 
Arkansas. Each chapter has a brief 
history of the regiment followed by 
what its men wrote or said about 
their Gettysburg experiences.

Succeeding chapters include 
letters and official reports about 
the battle from Generals Hood and 
Robertson. 

The book ends with some flowery 
public speeches given at brigade re-
unions or memorial gatherings, plus 
brief recollections of Gettysburg 
from several men of other commands 
who settled in Texas after the war. 

The veterans’ recollections of Get-
tysburg are the heart of the book and, 
though repetitive at times, generally 
interesting. I found the accounts of 
personal bravery of some of Hood’s 
men inspiring. Several of the veter-
ans’ stories of death and suffering at 
Gettysburg are also poignant, even a 
century and a half later. 

The strength of Texans at Get-
tysburg is that it presents personal, 
sometimes gripping, accounts of 
some of the most intense fighting in 
that great battle. The recollections 
of Hood’s old brigade also add an 

Hood’s Texas Brigade Took High Casualties At Gettysburg
individual dimension to a grand, 
impersonal battle that involved over 
170,000 men and left an estimated 
50,000 of them casualties. 

The weakness of the book, as an 
accurate history of even part of the 
battle, is that the veterans’ accounts 
are mostly those of ordinary soldiers 
who saw and recorded only what 
transpired in their immediate 
vicinities. 

Over time the veterans’ declining 
memories, combined in some cases 
with their rampant “old soldierism” 
(their tendency as old men to exag-
gerate the feats of their youth), lim-
ited the reliability of some of their 
stories and recollections. 

The aspect of Texans at Gettys-
burg most likely to appeal to read-
ers who are already familiar with the 
Battle of Gettysburg is what it has to 
say about “Hood’s Protest.” 

Before his division launched its at-
tack on July 2, Hood appealed three 
times to Longstreet for permission 
to march around the Round Tops 
and attack the Federals from the 
rear. Longstreet’s refusals prompted 
the only formal protest Hood filed 
during the war. 

Although contemporary historians 
of Gettysburg are skeptical, several 
of Hood’s veterans went to their 
graves insisting that had Longstreet 
acceded to Hood’s flanking attack, 
the Texas Brigade would have 
captured Little Round Top and, with 
it, turned the tide of battle in the 

Confederacy’s favor. 
More than 60 years after the bat-

tle, one lst Texas private insisted 
to a newspaper reporter that only 
Hood’s untimely wounding prevent-
ed his disobeying orders, risking a 
court-martial and leading a victori-
ous flanking attack on Little Round 
Top. 

The endnotes cite the sources and 
dates for the recollections and other 
items included in the book. Thus, I 
found myself constantly flipping to 
the back to see when some recollec-
tion was recorded and wishing that 
this information had been included 
with the introduction of the item. 
The editors also use the endnotes to 
correct some, but not all, the veter-
ans’ factual misstatements. 

The bibliography is short but 
comprehensive. A few maps of the 
ground over which the Texas Bri-
gade fought at Gettysburg would 
have been helpful. 

I recommend this book to readers 
interested in Gettysburg, and partic-
ularly the experiences of the Texans 
and Arkansans who fought there.

Reviewer C. Michael Harrington 
is a member of the Houston 
Civil War Round Table and Civil 
War Aficionados. He has written 
several articles on South Carolina 
Confederates. A practicing lawyer, 
he has degrees in economics from 
Yale and Cambridge and a law 
degree from Harvard.

The Civil War: A Traveler’s 
Guide: Experience the History, 
Follow the Battles. Edited by Len 
Reidel. Illustrated, photos, maps, 
512 pp., 2016, National Geograph-
ic, www.nationalgeographic.com/
books, $25.95 softcover.

This book is one of the best and 
most comprehensive Civil War trav-
el guides ever published. It is the 
product of significant cooperation 
between the National Geographic 
Society and the Blue & Gray Edu-
cation Society. These two organiza-
tions play to each other’s strengths in 
producing an engaging and informa-
tive travel guide. 

Each section corresponds to a 
region, and each chapter explains 
the major battles that occurred in 
one state. Both naval and ground 

actions are described. Each chapter 
suggests at least one walking tour 
complete with a city-block map 
including numbers corresponding to 
noteworthy sites. 

Significant sites are highlighted 
with high-resolution, full-color pic-
tures. The Gettysburg and Washing-
ton, D.C., walking tours are particu-
larly interesting. 

A dotted line on each map sug-
gests the best route to follow. Be-
cause images and maps take up sig-
nificant portions of each page, the 
text is limited to short descriptions. 
Larger battles such as Gettysburg 
and Vicksburg garner longer narra-
tives of about one page. 

This book is incredibly specific. 
Rather than referring to the Battle of 
Chattanooga in a general sense, Len 
Reidel analyzes three separate “bat-
tles” of Chattanooga. 

Each chapter concludes with 
a section that directs readers to 
other battlefield sites and Civil War 
attractions such as museums and 
cemeteries.

The maps will be incredibly help-
ful in planning vacation trips. Maps 
feature regions, states, and areas as 
small as a few city blocks. Addition-
ally, the maps display major troop 
movements, as well as entire cam-
paign/theater summaries. 

With these maps, getting lost is 
nearly out of the question as you visit 
various Civil War sites across Amer-
ica and beyond. Reidel provides di-
rections tied to other battlefield sites 
to pinpoint small markers or plaques.

One of the most impressive and 
useful aspects of this book is its 

suggestions for further reading. 
Major battles and even minor actions 
are accompanied by the editor’s 
suggestions. 

The narrative description that ac-
companies each site is limited, but 
the reader can get a more nuanced 
understanding of the action by con-
sulting the recommended reading. 

The recommended books range 
from comprehensive tomes such as 
Stephen Sears’ Landscape Turned 
Red: The Battle of Antietam to more 
“pop” history books. 

Additional information on com-
manders is provided in helpful text-
boxes that include the salient aspects 
of a military officer’s biography as 
well as a picture.

With summer vacation in full 
swing, this book would be an ex-
cellent gift for a Civil War buff for 
pleasure reading and tour planning. 
Importantly, the book dispels the no-
tion that Civil War sites worth visit-
ing only exist in the American South. 

A Traveler’s Guide highlights the 
best sites in every state — from Ver-
mont to Florida, from New Jersey to 
California. Some international sites 
are also included. This travel guide 
is highly recommended. 

Reviewer Evan McLaughlin, a middle 
school teacher in Mendham, N.J., is 
working toward an MA in History 
at Seton Hall University with a 
concentration in Constitutional Law 
and the Civil War/Reconstruction 
Era. He is a member of Phi Alpha 
Theta history honor society and 
was New Jersey’s 2014 James 
Madison Fellow.

Excellent Guide To Civil War Battles

Crossing the Deadline: Ste-
phen’s Journey Through the Civil 
War. By Michael Shoulders. Histori-
cal young adult novel. 368 pp., 2016, 
Sleeping Bear, www.sleepingbear-
press.com, $16.99.

This young adult novel follows the 
adventures of Stephen M. Gaston, a 
bugler in Co. K, 9th Indiana Caval-
ry, who enlists when the unit is or-
ganized in December 1863. His unit 
is sent to Tennessee and then to rein-
force the garrison at the two block-
houses at Sulphur Branch Trestle, 
Alabama, in September 1864. 

Captured by the redoubtable Na-
than Bedford Forrest, Stephen and 
the other enlisted men are sent to 
the prisoner of war camp at Cahaba, 
Alabama. The camp had many of the 
problems of other Confederate POW 
camps: too small, shortages of food 
and other basic necessities, and poor 
facilities. 

In addition, it was poorly sited at 
the convergence of the Alabama and 
Cahaba Rivers. When the rivers rose 
the camp flooded, but the prisoners 
were not allowed to be relocated to 
higher ground despite the Confeder-
ate guards’ pleas to the camp com-
mander. Author Michael Shoulders 
writes, “Prisoners sat in cold flood-
waters for a week.”

Exchanged in March 1865, Ste-
phen and some 2,400 ex-POWs 
and others were sent north from 
Vicksburg on the steamboat Sulta-
na. Shortly after getting underway, 
a boiler burst, causing the vessel to 

catch fire and sink. 
Those not killed in the initial ex-

plosion were forced into the Mis-
sissippi’s cold waters. Little known 
except to historians, the Sultana’s 
sinking was the worst U.S. maritime 
disaster, with an estimated 1,700 ca-
sualties (the Titanic lost 1,500). 

Stephen was injured but survived 
to be discharged and return to his 
only family, his invalid mother.

Stephen was a real person. It 
would have been interesting if Shoul-
ders had explained how he came to 
choose him as his primary character.

The author’s history is generally 
good. Many of the scenes he depicts 
in the fight at Sulphur Branch Tres-
tle, the Cahaba POW camp and the 
Sultana sinking are documented. 

However, Nathan Bedford Forrest 
would never have allowed a Yankee 
major to talk to him the way one 
does in the book during the surrender 
at Sulphur Branch Trestle. 

This book would make an excel-
lent gift for a young adult with a 
possible interest in the Civil War or a 
simple need to read more. It is inter-
esting and moves along well enough 
to capture young readers’ interest.

Reviewer Joseph A. Derie is a VMI 
graduate and a longtime Civil War 
buff and military book reviewer. 
A retired Coast Guard officer 
and Merchant Marine licensed 
officer, he is a Certified Marine 
Investigator and marine surveyor.
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